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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



RESPONSE AND AMENDMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. §§ 1.111 AND 1.121 



Sir: 



In response to the Office Action mailed October 24, 2002, Applicants 
respectfully request the Examiner to enter the following amendments and consider the 
following remarks. 



AMENDMENTS 

In the Specification: 

Please delete paragraph 24 and replace with: 



Grid etalon 24 may be a parallel plate solid, liquid or gas spaced etalon, 
and may be tuned by precise dimensioning of the optical thickness between faces 
28, 30 by thermal expansion and contraction via temperature control. The grid 
etalon 24 may alternatively be tuned by tilting to vary the optical thickness 
between faces 28, 30, or by application of an electric field to an electrooptic 
etalon material. Grid etalon 24 may be thermally controlled to prevent variation 
in the selected grid which may arise due to thermal fluctuation during operation 
of external cavity laser 10. Grid etalon 34 alternatively may be actively tuned 
during laser operation as described in the U.S. Patent Application Ser. No. 
09/900,474 entitled "External Cavity Laser with Continuous Tuning of Grid 
Generator" to inventors Oaiber et al., co-filed herewith, and incorporated herein § 
by reference. Various other types of grid generator other than a grid etalon 
maybe used with external cavity laser 10. 
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